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These interviews were conducted simultaneously with
an archaeological dig at the Solebury one-room
school house by the fifth and sixth grade Social
Studies Enrichment students of New Hope-Solebury
Elementary School in the 1981—1982 school year.
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Mrs. Goss
Intvwr.. When and where were you born?
Mrs. G.: I was born in Buckingham in 1891. I am 90 years old.
Intvwr.: What are some of your eatliest memories?

Mrs. G.:  Well, I have so many of them. Do you want to hear them all? I can
remember the little girls I played with, we had several around me. One of them lived
with my grandfather, he was a widower and he rented part of his house. She moved
to California when she grew up but we would talk on the phone every two weeks. I
finally realized she had not called me for a good while so I called her daughter to ask
her if she was ill. Her daughter told me that her mother had a stroke and that she had
passed away. She was so active and her voice was so young that I could not imagine
her going, but she did.

Intvwr.: You had been friends with her since you were a little girl?

Mrs. G.:  Yes, she was my - really my closest playmate because she lived
so close to me.

Intvwr.: Did you have any brothers and sisters?

Mss. G.: I had two sisters and three brothers. I had another sister but she died
when she was young. I was the youngest child, the oldest was sixteen when I was
born. They are all gone now.

Intvwr.: Where did you go to school?

Mrs. G.:  Iwent to school in Buckingham. We didn’t have the little one room
schools, we had a big building with three wings in it. That is what we called the high
school, which wasn’t a high school then, but was equal to the high school, and then
the grammar school and the primary school in one building. It’s still standing, I think
it’s a church now.

Intvwr.: What was your schooling like?

Mrs. G.:  Well, it is something that I love to think about. We had a teacher that had
been there for years and years. We called her Miss Laura. She was wonderful, she was
just like 2 mother to us. That is the reason I tried to be a mother to my pupils when I
got to teaching.

Intvwr.: Where did you teach?

Mss. G.: I taught in a little one room school, between Mechanicsville and
Doylestown, on Mechanicsville Road. Now it’s a residence. I had about 42 pupils in
the one room, and we hadn’t enough seats for them so we seated them in the
windowsill, and that’s where they sat! We had a wonderful principal. I don’t know
how she had so much knowlédge in one head. When I graduated from school this
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