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These interviews were conducted simultaneously with
an archaeological dig at the Solebury one-room
school house by the fifth and sixth grade Social
Studies Enrichment students of New Hope-Solebury
Elementary School in the 1981—1982 school year.
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Interviewed by: ~ Becca Tilden
David Prytherch
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Mr. Fox

Intvwr.: When and where were you born?

Mr. F.:  I'was born on a farm near New Hope, in 1904, but I don’t remember that,
I'was too little. The first I remember, is living in New Hope. I was about four or
five. We lived right at the bottom of a big hill and the school was up on top of the
hill.

Intvwr.: Did you have any brothers or sistets?

MrF.:  Yes, two that were older than me. The oldest was four years older than
me and the other one was two years oldet than me.

Intvwr.: What was school like?

Mr. F.:  School started at 9:00, then halfway between 9:00 and lunch we had a
fifteen minute recess. We could g;) out and play and do Whatever we wanted to do.
Then we would come back in, and at 12:00 we would have an hour for lunch. We
would bring our lunch in a paper bag. In the middle of the afternoon we had another
recess, for fifteen minutes. School left out at 4:00. In the winter, when it was
sledding time, the teacher would give us an hour and a half recess. The teacher
would sled with us too,

Intvwr.: We don’t have any teachers like that.
We’re not even allowed to go sledding.

Mr. F.:  No! I had very nice teachers, they played games with us
out in the schoolyard.

Intvwr.: How much area did you have to play in?

Mr. F:  Well, you know the old stone building, we had the whole front of it. We
had no toilets in the school house, we had little outhouses, one side for the boys and
one side for the girls, in the back of the stone building.

Intvwr.: Where the boys treated differently than the boys?.

Mr. F.:  No, we all played together. Sometimes the girls would play something on
their own and us boys would play prisoners base or hide and seek, Sometimes when
we were sledding, we would take turns looking for the teacher. When it was almost
time for us to go in, we would watch for her to get the bell and before she could ring
it, we jumped on our sleds and down the hill we went. It would take us a long time
to get back up the hill. Sometimes we didn’t get back in until 2:00. But we never got
in trouble for that.

Intvwr.: Where were your parents born?

Mr. F.: My father was born in Tinicum and my mother was born in Pineville.
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